A reduction of central peptidergic responses in the spontaneously hypertensive rat.
The effect of intraventricular perfusion with hypertonic saline (HS) or angiotensin II (ANG II) on cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) vasopressin (AVP), blood pressure and heart rate was determined in spontaneously hypertensive rats (SHR) and Wistar-Kyoto (WKY) rats. There was a marked reduction in the central peptidergic response in the SHR. Pretreatment with the AVP (V1) antagonist abolished the pressor response to intraventricular HS in the WKY rats, but not in the SHR.